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President’s Corner 
By Stephen Burns 
Serving a Faithful God 


As we choose to serve our Lord, His 
faithfulness should have an impact on our 
response to Him. Throughout Scriptures, we are 
shown His faithfulness to His people. In | Thess. 
5:24, we are told that due to His faithfulness He 
will complete the work that He has started in our 
lives. We don’t have to worry about our Lord 
getting tired with us and giving up on us. In II 
Thess. 3:3, we see that we are strengthened 
spiritually and protected from Satan through our 
Lord’s faithfulness. Due to our Lord’s 
faithfulness, we are assured that He will not allow 
us to be tempted beyond what we are able to bear 
(| Cor. 10:13). 

So does our Lord’s faithfulness cause us to 
desire to be faithful to Him? We live in a world of 
unfaithfulness. In fact, at times it is almost 
applauded as a virtue. But God desires us to be 
faithful: Faithful to our commitment to Him, 
faithful in our commitment to others. The apostle 
Paul considered it a badge of honor that the Lord 
considered him faithful and therefore put him into 
service. Is our Lord able to place us into positions 
of service because of our faithfulness or has He 
placed us on the bench hoping that we will 
become faithful. Faithfulness in our lives is 
important as we look to our future hope and 
presence with our Lord. As we stand before Him 
at the Bema seat, He desires to say, “Well done, 
My good and faithful servant.” In His letter to the 
church as Smyrna, the Lord told them not to fear 
the testing and tribulation they would face, but to 
be “faithful” in this life so to receive the crown of 
life. 

We serve a faithful Lord, the question is, 
“Are we faithful to Him?” 

Conference is only two months away. 

Don’t wait to the last minute to make your 
reservations. The present price for rooms will 
increase in June. Please pray for final 
preparations for Adult, Youth, and Children’s 
Conferences. Pray for those who will be speaking 
in our Bible Hours as well as those who will be 
speaking in Youth and Children’s Conference. I’m 
looking forward to seeing you on Friday, June 30". 
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ATTENTION! CONFERENCE 


aEven though the 
state of PA raised their lodging tax, our prices 
for the 2017 Conference are all inclusive as 
follows: Guesthouse and Solarhouse (hotel 
rooms) are $83.00 per night. The Motel rooms 
(only 9 of them) are $65 per night and are only 
available beginning Friday, June 30, 2017. The 
cottages sleep up to 16 and have kitchen 
facilities. They are $250 per night. You can also 
camp. Water and electric sites are $24 per night 
and full hook up for RVs are $30 per night. All 
lodging is on a first call reservation basis. You 
can see room pictures and grounds pictures at 


http: //www.laurelville.org/ 


MEAL INFORMATION: 

The meal package is $28.00 per person per day if 
you take all 3 meals. Individual meals are 
breakfast-$7.75; lunch-$9.50; and supper- 
$11.00. 


Children’s meals (Ages 3-11) are breakfast- 
$3.88; lunch-$4.75; and supper-$5.50. The 
package is $14.00 per day if you take all 3 
meals. 


You can make your reservations through the 
Orrville, Ohio Grace Brethren Church by sending 
an email (orrvillegrace@gmail.com) or by calling 


330-683-3526. The reservation deadline is 
June 15, 2017. After that date, lodging 
and meals are 10% more if available. 
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2017 CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
“The God Whom You Serve” 
JUNE 30-JULY 4, 2017 


2017 Conference Room Registration: There is a single guy who is looking for another guy(s) to 
share a room with him. There is also a single girl looking for other girls to share a room with. 
Both of these respective rooms have been reserved. If you are interested, please fill out a 
registration form and note that you would like to be included in that room and we will connect 
you with that respective person. Thanks, Pastor Joshua Steiner. 


Needed for Tourney Time: We are in need of sets of corn-hole boards for the Tourney Time on 

Saturday July 1%* from 1:00-5:00. If you would be willing and able to bring a set, please let Pastor 

Dave Blevins know ASAP. His email address is dblevins12560@gmail.com or you can call the 
elford GBC at 423.257.2880. Thank you. 


Shuttle Service: For the elderly and those not able to maneuver the sloping areas, there will be 
a shuttle service available. Nancy and Nathan Graham will be our chauffeurs for those needing 
assistance. 


Sightseeing Opportunities: This year at Conference we have blocked Sunday afternoon free 
from meetings so that you can enjoy the Conference grounds and the surrounding community. 


Here are some options to consider: 

. Enjoy hiking the eight miles of trails at Laurelville. Or relax and fellowship around the 
pool area or gazebo. Enjoy a game of mini-golf or shuffle board. 

. Visit the “Flight 93 National Memorial” in Stoystown, PA. The memorial is an easy drive 
from the conference grounds (40 miles). 

. Join the Youth Conference as they go on a Bike Hike along the Great Allegheny Passage. 
To participate in this option you must contact Pastor Chris Knight (814.279.0067) prior to 
Conference to reserve your bike. 

. Enjoy area local and state parks. 

a. Mammoth Park (6 miles)-Scenic overlook, WWII Veterans Memorial, giant slide and 
play area 
b. Kooser State Park (16 miles)-Two hiking trails, one 1 mile, one .5 miles 

. Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater house (21 miles)-If you enjoy modern architecture, this 
would be the trip for you. A house built on a waterfall. 

. Laurel Caverns Park (38 miles)-Enjoy the underground world by a guided tour. 


Conference Delegate Packets: The delegate packet for conference will be available at 
conference time as usual. In addition to this, in order for delegates (and others who cannot go to 
conference but want the info) to be able to read the reports in the packet ahead of time, | will 
post the reports on our website, as they come in to me. Please continue to register your 
delegates by sending your fees and forms no later than June 1st to Ike Graham (send a copy of 
the form to me too.) -DeLane Miller, Conference Coordinator 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA UPDATE 


From the Swensons- 

We’ve finished up the first part of our 
orientation time in PNG. We spent the first 3- 
1/2 months of our time here in PNG learning Tok 
Pisin (the trade language) and learning different 
church planting and family living principles. We 
have now moved on to a two week portion of our 
training at the main center for New Tribes here. 
During this time we’re learning about different 
support roles that make up the support team for 
those who are serving in church planting roles 
out in villages around PNG. We’ll also have a 
medical training time here with the doctor to 
prepare us for medical needs specific to bush 
living here. Following that time, all 6 families 
from our orientation will be headed in different 
directions to do a 6 to 8 week “bush orientation” 
time. During this time we’ll be spending time 
with a missionary and a church that has been 
planted recently. The goals during this time are 
learning to adjust to life in the remote village as 
a family, getting used to planning out all the 
food and supplies we’ll need for the 6 weeks, 
continuing learning Tok Pisin, and spending time 
and learning from the church families and elders 
of this new church plant. Our family is going to 
be with the Itutang church and we’re excited 
because we’ve had the opportunity to meet 
some of the elders from the church there as they 
came out to Madang during our orientation time. 

Thank you so much for your prayers and 
support! Please pray specifically for us, the 
Noyes, and the other families here with us as we 
move through these times of transition. Pray 
that we will learn the lessons that God wants to 
teach us each step of the way. Pray that we 
would be able to be an encouragement to the 
Itutang church and to the missionary there as 
they will be encouraging us! 

Love, The Swenson Tribe-Paul, Ellen, 
Sam, Hazen, Noah and Emmanuella 


From the Noyes- 

0-5,000 feet in half an hour! When we moved last 
week from the coastal part of Papua New Guinea to 
the central region that’s about how much elevation 
gain we experienced in our flight! Our first 14 weeks 
in PNG are over and we have started the second phase 
of our orientation. We are high in the mountains 
getting medical training and learning how the central 
support base works. In just a few weeks all the 
orientees will be spreading out all over the country to 
live in bush locations with veteran missionaries and a 
tribal churches. During this time we’ ll be experiencing 
first-hand the isolation that comes with bush missions 
and get to know tribal believers up close and 
personal. In our case we'll be flying in a helicopter 
from the central mountain range to 

the Finisterre Mountains. Some of the mountains that 
our family will be close to, touch 10-13,000 ft! Though 
we’ ll be living at about 5,000. This time of medical 
training has been a wonderful rest. The first 3 months 
in country were very intense for our family. Lots of 
sickness, heat, intense language study and other God 
ordained challenges. Here at the main base it’s a 
slower base and wonderfully cool! Please pray for our 
family as the next 8 months or more will be filled with 
LOTS of transitions, moving from one place in the 
country to the next or even just one house to the next 
on the same base. Also, please pray for wisdom for us 
as we wade through all the small and large decisions 
that must be made to do this work. God bless, Noyes 
family 


P.s. New Tribes Mission USA, after 75 years, recently 
changed their name to Ethnos360. In many of the 
countries that NTM (or Ethnos) works, words like 
“Tribes” or “Mission” can be offensive or even 
dangerous! In an attempt to position the organization 
to be able to continue working all over the world they 
changed their name. Nothing else has changed, giving 
still works the same, same goals and objectives. Just 
thought I’d let you know as the “brand” and “label” 
will look different from Ethnos publications. 


MISSIONARY MAIL BAG 
Have you wanted to mail a card or letter to the Noyes or Swensons? To get it to them directly, make 
sure you send it 4-5 weeks early to their attention at the following address: 
C/O New Tribes Missions 
Private Mail Bag 
Madang, M.P. 511 
Papua New Guinea 


To get it there more quickly, you can email them at the following addresses: 


Craig Noyes, craig_noyes@ntm.org 
Ellen Swenson, ellenpswenson@gmail.com 


Paul Swenson, paul_swenson@ntm.org 
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HOME MISSIONS UPDATE 


From the Krans- So, what’s a nice Jewish kid doing in front of a mosque distributing Arabic 
copies of the Gospel of John, since that is exactly where | found myself recently. George Saieg 
and | met about 3 years ago through a mutual member of my cohort at Talbot Theological 
Seminary. | had the opportunity to be part of teaching on the tri-unity of God and on how the 
wars in the Old Testament are distinctly different than Jihad. So now the question is, “What 
could motivate a nice Jewish kid to stand in front of a mosque distributing Arabic copies of the 
Gospel of John?” I’m so glad you asked. Some of the same issues that exist for the Jewish 
person theologically are also true for the Muslim. So one motivation could be worded in this 
way, “My passion to proclaim the goodness of God through defending his unique oneness, blood 
atonement, and the deity of Messiah led me to do so.” But another motivation is my sincere 
belief in ethnic ministries. The church fools itself if it thinks that the US is composed of one 
homogeneous people group. God is giving us the opportunity to reach nations that we would 
never otherwise reach if we’re willing to realize that distinct people groups like the Arab- 
related peoples and the Jews are not simply homogeneous northern European Americans. My 
passionate belief that the time has come to see ethnic ministries develop fully within the 
church in the US has also prompted me to be of service to Muslim ministry. Yes, | am 
passionate to reach my Jewish people, but the Messiahship of Jesus and his Gospel cannot be 
restricted just to the Jewish people. | don’t need a passport to go near a mosque in Phoenix 
and | don’t need one to go to Dearborn Michigan for an outreach. Praise God. 


NET 17 Progress Report 


Please be praying for our 15 members of NET 17. We have many items to prepare in 
order to be ready to begin our official time of ministry and training on June 10th. Over the 
last number of trips we have found Bible character impersonations to be a good way to teach. 
This year's agenda is one of the most ambitious ever with impersonations of Moses, Aaron, 
Pharaoh, Joshua, Phineas, and Eleazar. 

On May 20th some of the team will be able to meet at Orrville to begin working on 
some of the music we will be doing. At this point it looks like 10 or 11 of us will be able to 
make it to that. Our remaining members are too far away to come for a one day event. 

We are getting more and more energized about a new drama project which will help to 
show the great significance of the unchanging truths of God's Word. The "New Umpire” will 
show in a humorous and thought provoking way that there can be no compromises in the 
realm of God's Word. 

Please pray for our outreach in Listie, PA. We want to help the church continue to 
make inroads into their community. They have some good contacts that have resulted from 
their ongoing AWANA ministry. 

Prayer posters will be coming soon. There are still some team members that have not 
yet been adopted. If you would like more information about this please contact us. Thank 
you for your interest and prayers 


Pastor Del and Grace Miller 
pastordelmiller@gmail.com 
(330) 857-2595 


